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“Passion” refers to an ancient word for suffering.  
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The Colonial Church in Prairie Village—United Church of Christ 

Palm­Passion Sunday Worship Service 
  

Please silence your electronic devices in preparation for worship. 
 
*​ Please rise in body or spirit 
 
 

Palm Sunday Celebration 
 
Gathering Music Marche Funèbre  ­Vierne 
(Please sign and pass pew pads and fill out Prayer Request cards you may                           
have. You can place the Prayer Request cards in the offering plates later in the                             
service.) 

 
Jesus Comes to Jerusalem 

Luke 19:29­40 As Jesus came to Bethphage and Bethany on the Mount of                         
Olives, he gave two disciples a task. He said, "Go into the village over there.                             
When you enter it, you will find tied up there a colt that no one has ever                                 
ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If someone asks, 'Why are you untying it?'                             
just say, 'Its master needs it.'" 

Those who had been sent found it exactly as he had said. As they were                             
untying the colt, its owners said to them, "Why are you untying the colt?" 

They replied, "Its master needs it." They brought it to Jesus, threw their                         
clothes on the colt, and lifted Jesus onto it.  

As Jesus rode along, they spread their clothes on the road. As Jesus                         
approached the road leading down from the Mount of Olives, the whole                       
throng of his disciples began rejoicing. They praised God with a loud voice                         
because of all the mighty things they had seen. They said, "Blessings on the                           
king who comes in the name of the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory in the                               
highest heavens." 

Some of the Pharisees from the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, scold your                         
disciples! Tell them to stop!" 

He answered, "I tell you, if they were silent, the stones would shout." 
 
* Palm Parade and Hymn #213  ñHosanna, Loud Hosannaò 
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* Call to Worship 

Leader: Lent began in the wilderness; it concludes in Jerusalem.  
People:  We now come near to the end of one story. Another will soon                         

begin. We have followed Jesus this far; today we remember                   
how he faced betrayal, falseness, and rejection. And we                 
witness, once more, that he taught and walked in love through                     
every step of the journey.  

 
* Song of Praise — ​Gloria #759​ adapted  

Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.  
World without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
* Sharing God’s Welcome ​(Greet everyone in the hope of peace and friendship.) 
 
Children’s Conversation ​(Children of all ages are welcome to come forward to                       
the chancel steps. Following the Conversation, children are welcome to remain                     
to worship or to participate in our Sunday School.) 
This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, this little light of mine, I’m                               
gonna let it shine, this little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine, let it shine,                                 
let it shine, let it shine. 
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Jesusõ Holy Week Passion Begins 

 
God’s Word in Scripture and Music  ​Requiem  ​­Faure 

      Soloists:  soprano, Laurel Weir; bass­baritone, Phillip Eatherton;   
                tenor, William Brubaker 

 
If You Only Knew the Things That Lead to Peace... 
Luke 19:41­44 ​As Jesus came to the city and observed it, he wept over it. He                               
said, "If only you knew on this of all days the things that lead to peace. But                                 
now they are hidden from your eyes. The time will come when your enemies                           
will build fortifications around you, encircle you, and attack you from all sides.                         
They will crush you completely, you and the people within you. They won't                         
leave one stone on top of another within you, because you didn't recognize                         
the time of your gracious visit from God." 

 
Introit and Kyrie ​(Grant them rest eternal) 

Grant them rest eternal, grant them Lord Thy rest 
And  light perpetual shine on them. 

  
There shall be singing unto Thee in Zion, 

and prayer shall go up to Thee in Jerusalem 
Hear Thou Lord; hear Thou my Prayer, O Lord 

  
And to Thee, unto Thee all come at last 

Unto Thee all come at last 
  

Hear us Lord. Lord, have mercy on us. 
Grant us thy mercy Lord upon us 

Christ have mercy on us. 
Christ, grant us Thy peace 
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Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
Luke 19:45­48 ​When Jesus entered the temple, he threw out those who were                         
selling things there. He said to them, "It's written, My house will be a house of                               
prayer, but you have made it a hideout for crooks." 

Jesus was teaching daily in the temple. The chief priests, the legal experts,                         
and the foremost leaders among the people were seeking to kill him. However,                         
they couldn't find a way to do it because all the people were enthralled with                             
what they heard. 

 
 
Offering (Our weekly offering includes food collected for local pantries.) 

O Lord our God, Jesus Christ the King of glory, 
deliver the souls of the departed from pains everlasting, 

and the abyss unfathomed. 
  

O Lord our God, Jesus Christ the King of glory, 
deliver the souls of the departed from the mouth of the lion. 

Lest the jaws of the pit swallow them. 
O Lord our God, Jesus Christ the King of glory, 

O Save them from utter darkness 
  

Unto Thee we offer Lord, our sacrifice 
Unto Thee our praise and pray’r. 

Lord, for their souls, accept our sacrifice 
Whom we all this holy day in memory remember. 
Lord , let them pass, let them pass from death 

O let them pass, Lord to eternity 
As unto Abraham, Thou did’st promise 
Thou did’st promise, and to his seed. 

  
O Lord our God, Jesus Christ the King of glory, 

Deliver the souls of the departed from pains everlasting 
  

Save, Thou them from the darkness of night 
Amen 
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Who Is the Greatest? 
Luke 22:24­30 An argument broke out among the disciples over which one of                         
them should be regarded as the greatest. 

But Jesus said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles rule over their subjects,                           
and those in authority over them are called 'friends of the people.' But that's                           
not the way it will be with you. Instead, the greatest among you must become                             
like a person of lower status and the leader like a servant. So which one is                               
greater, the one who is seated at the table or the one who serves at the table?                                 
Isn't it the one who is seated at the table? But I am among you as one who                                   
serves. 

"You are the ones who have continued with me in my trials. And I confer                             
royal power on you just as my Father granted royal power to me. Thus you will                               
eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones                             
overseeing the twelve tribes of Israel. 

 
Sanctus  (Holy, Holy, Holy) 

Holy, Holy Holy, Lord God 
God of Sabbaoth 

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory 
Glory be, glory be to Thee. 

  
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
  

Peter’s Denial Predicted 
Luke 22:31­34 ​"Simon, Simon, look! Satan has asserted the right to sift you                         
all like wheat. However, I have prayed for you that your faith won't fail. When                             
you have returned, strengthen your brothers and sisters." 

Peter responded, "Lord, I'm ready to go with you, both to prison and to                           
death!" 

Jesus replied, "I tell you, Peter, the rooster won't crow today before you                         
have denied three times that you know me." 
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Pie Jesu  (Blessed Jesus) 

Blessed Jesus, Lord our God 
Grant them Thy eternal rest. 

  
O grant them them, grant them Lord, our God. 

Grant them Thy eternal rest 
  

Blessed, blessed Jesus 
Grant them forever, grant them forever 

Grant them Thy eternal rest. 
 
 
Counted as a Criminal 
Luke 22:35­38​Jesus said to them, "When I sent you out without a wallet, bag,                             
or sandals, you didn't lack anything, did you?"  

They said, "Nothing." 
Then he said to them, "But now, whoever has a wallet must take it, and                             

likewise a bag. And those who don't own a sword must sell their clothes and                             
buy one. I tell you that this scripture must be fulfilled in relation to me: And he                                 
was counted among criminals. Indeed, what's written about me is nearing                     
completion." 

They said to him, "Lord, look, here are two swords."  
He replied, "Enough of that!" 

 
Agnus Dei  (Lamb of God) 

Lamb of God, that takest away the world’s transgressions. 
Grant, o grant them eternal rest 

  
Light eternal shine upon them, shine upon them, o Lord God; 

And on Your saints, Oh now and forever. 
O Lord God, and on Your saints, now and forever 

For that Thou are good. 
  

Grant them rest eternal, 
Grant them, grant them Lord, Thy rest. 
And light perpetual, shine on them. 
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Jesus Prays on the Mount of Olives 
Luke 22:39­53​Jesus left and made his way to the Mount of Olives, as was his                               
custom, and the disciples followed him. When he arrived, he said to them,                         
"Pray that you won't give in to temptation." He withdrew from them about a                           
stone's throw, knelt down, and prayed. He said, "Father, if it's your will, take                           
this cup of suffering away from me. However, not my will but your will must be                               
done.” Then a heavenly angel appeared to him and strengthened him. 

He was in anguish and prayed even more earnestly. His sweat became                       
like drops of blood falling on the ground. When he got up from praying, he                             
went to the disciples. He found them asleep, overcome by grief. He said to                           
them, "Why are you sleeping? Get up and pray so that you won't give in to                               
temptation." 

While Jesus was still speaking, a crowd appeared, and the one called                       
Judas, one of the Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss                         
him. Jesus said to him, "Judas, would you betray the Human One with a                           
kiss?" 

When those around him recognized what was about to happen, they said,                       
"Lord, should we fight with our swords?" One of them struck the high priest's                           
servant, cutting off his right ear. 

Jesus responded, "Stop! No more of this!" He touched the slave's ear and                         
healed him. Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple                           
guard, and the elders who had come to get him, "Have you come with swords                             
and clubs to arrest me, as though I were a thief? Day after day I was with you                                   
in the temple, but you didn't arrest me. But this is your time, when darkness                             
rules." 

 
Libera Me  (Save my soul, Lord) 

Save my soul, Lord, from the doom of death eternal 
Upon the day of judgement, upon the day of trial. 

  
When the heaven and earth shall be moved, 
When the Heav’n and earth shall be moved 

When Thou shalt come, in the midst of fire to judge the whole world 
  

Trembling, trembling I stand before Thee 
In dreadful fear, til judgement shall come 

At the coming of Thy anger.  
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Day of trouble, day of anger, utter confusion and despondency 
Day of trouble, shall befall them 
Bitter sorrow shall befall them. 

  
Grant them rest eternal 

Lord and may perpetual shine down on them 
  

Save my soul Lord, from the doom of death eternal 
Upon the day of judgement, upon the day of trial, 

When the heav’n and earth shall be moved, 
When Thou shalt come in the midst of fire to judge the whole world 

  
Save my soul Lord, from the doom 
O Lord, O Lord, save my soul. 

 
 
Jesus is Disowned 
Luke 22:54­62 After they arrested Jesus, they led him away and brought him                         
to the high priest's house. Peter followed from a distance. When they lit a fire                             
in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. 

Then a servant woman saw him sitting in the firelight. She stared at him                           
and said, "This man was with him too." 

But Peter denied it, saying, "Woman, I don't know him!" 
A little while later, someone else saw him and said, "You are one of them                             

too."  
But Peter said, "Man, I'm not!" 
An hour or so later, someone else insisted, "This man must have been with                           

him, because he is a Galilean too." 
Peter responded, "Man, I don't know what you are talking about!" At that                         

very moment, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed. The Lord turned                         
and looked straight at Peter, and Peter remembered the Lord's words: "Before                       
a rooster crows today, you will deny me three times." And Peter went out and                             
cried uncontrollably. 
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In Paradisum   (Be thou in Paradise) 

Be thou in paradise receiv’d of angels, 
Thy coming attended by all the blessed martyrs. 

And may they lead you into the Holy City, Jerusalem. 
  

May angelic voices sing there unto Thee. 
And with Lazarus once a humble man, may we be comforted. 

Be at rest eternal, be at rest, 
Be at rest. 

   
 

We Depart as Holy Week Continues 
 
* Benediction  
John 16:32­33 and The Revelation 22:21 ​Look! A time is coming – and is                           
here! – when each of you will be scattered to your own homes and you will                               
leave me alone. I'm not really alone, for the Father is with me. I've said these                               
things to you so that you will have peace in me. In the world you have distress.                                 
But be encouraged! 

The grace of the Lord Jesus will be with you all. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Liturgist:   Ancel Neuburger  
Videographer: Geoff Robinson  
Worship Graphics Operator: Hayden Huggins  
Children’s Conversation: Martha Wofford  
Greeters: Joan and Jerry Gilson  
Head Usher: Howard Lee  
Ushers: Leonore and Ed Rowe, Robert Starcke,  

Howard Lee  
 
 

 



    10 
 

United Church of Christ Mission Moment ­ March 20, 2016 
Palm/Passion Sunday 
Luke 19:28­40 
 
Palm Sunday 
There’s a colt and cloaks on the road, people shouting and a lot of excitement in the 
Gospel today.  Jesus is coming . . . Yay!  It’s like a first­century block party.  It even has 
neighbors that don’t like the noise and tell Jesus to keep his followers quiet. But Jesus 
replies, “Even if everyone was quiet the stones would shout.”   
 
Coming down that road into Jerusalem it took a lot of noise to attract a few hundred. 
Today, the United Church of Christ has its own faith noisemaker called Extravagance 
UCC (extravaganceucc.org).  This online faith community has attracted thousands to its 
own way of welcoming people into the Church of Jesus Christ in the 21​st​ century.  They 
host weekly Bible studies, prayer groups and Facebook retreats, and describe 
themselves as  “a geographically dispersed, online faith community, connecting people 
on life’s journey and being a source of justice, peace, and hope in the world.”  
 
Last year on Palm Sunday, Extravagance UCC celebrated a virtual Palm Sunday dinner. 
Originating in Atlanta at a dinner hosted by digital minister, Reverend Nicole Havelka, the 
event was live streamed to participants across the country, including the youth group of 
North Prospect Union UCC in Medford, Mass., and members of The Outdoor Church, a 
ministry for homeless men and women in Cambridge, Mass. During what they called 
“Dinner Church,” there were opportunities for table conversations, singing of hymns, and 
worship.  
 
“For too long we have been caught in the idea that church only happens within four walls 
of a physical building," said Havelka. "Using technology and inviting gatherings of people 
in their homes reaches beyond those physical confines and offers people a comfortable 
space in which to try out church after a time away or even for the first time."  
 
Using technology is one way the UCC is letting the stones shout the good news of Jesus 
the Christ.  On Extravagance UCC’s website (extravaganceucc.org) you will find links to 
the online Bible study groups and information on how to join them around their virtual 
table the next time they host a dinner. You can even learn how to host your own “Dinner 
Church.”  Your young people go off to college.  Have you considered linking them one 
night a quarter for support and virtual pizza?  Or, what about a Facebook group for those 

 



    11 
active in mission work on behalf of your church to share ideas and resources?  This Palm 
Sunday, let the stones shout!    
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Our 10:00am Thursday morning Bible Study is covering the Gospel of Mark. If 
you would like to take part in the study, simply come on Thursdays or signup for 
the group via inFellowship from the church website. 
 
Keep the simple point in mind: our primary purpose is not simply learning 
information about the Bible. It is hearing God speak. 
 
 
Lesson 4 ­ Our Place in the Passion 
Homework 
 
Step 1: First Reading Mark Chapters 14:12 ­ 15:15 
Find a comfortable place to sit, when you can be undisturbed for 15 minutes or 
so. Read the text slowly, prayerfully and meditatively. Savor the words. Pray 
them. Put yourself into the text with your senses. What do you hear, smell, or 
feel? Pay attention to words or phrases that “speak to you” or “jump out at you.” 
Consider reading it aloud. 
 
Step 2: Second Reading of the same text 
This may happen at the same time as your first reading or at a different time or on 
another day. For this second reading, note any questions you might have. Is the 
reading all one, or can you see subsections or parts? Who are the main 
characters? Is there a plot or story? Note additional information you need ­ place 
names, monetary values, etc. ­ to better understand what’s going on. 
 
Step 3: Interpreting the Text and Homework Questions ​(if you are planning to 
come to class, give the church office a call so that we can mail a copy of the 
lesson to you.) 
 
   

 



    13 
 

 

 




