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It is better to light a candle than curse the darkness. 

-Eleanor Roosevelt 
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The Colonial Church in Prairie VillageñUnited Church of Christ 

òOó Outreach Mission Blessing All the Families of the Earth 

Sunday Worship Service in the Series bless! 

  
Please silence your mobile phone in preparation for worship 

 

* Please rise in body or spirit 

 

 

WE GATHER AS GODõS PEOPLE 

 

GATHERING MUSIC  Lasset uns mit Jesu ziehen    -Gieschen 

                                                                                                  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(Please sign and pass pew pads and fill out Prayer Request cards you may have. You 

can place the Prayer Request cards in the offering plates later in the service.) 

 

MOMENT TO LAY YOUR BURDENS DOWN 

 

*  OPENING HYMN #46 Hope of the World 

  

SOAR STEWARDSHIP MOMENT        -Stephanie Graff 

 

*  SONG OF PRAISE ñ GLORIA #759  ADAPTED   

Glory to the Creator, and to the Christ, and to the Holy Ghost.   

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be.   

World without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

*  SHARING GODõS WELCOME   (Greet everyone in the hope of peace and friendship.) 

 

CHILDRENõS CONVERSATION (Children of all ages are welcome to come forward to the 

chancel steps. Following the Conversation, children are welcome to remain to 

worship or to attend our Sunday School.) 

This little light of mine, Iõm gonna let it shine, this little light of mine, Iõm gonna let 

it shine, this little light of mine, Iõm gonna let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it 

shine. 
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WE HEAR GODõS WORD 

 

THE WORD IN MUSIC                                The Light of the World           -Price/Besig 

 

THE WORD PROCLAIMED             Pastor Aaron Roberts 

The Root Reason for Religion 

Genesis 12:1-3 The LORD said to Abram, "Leave your land, your family, and your 

father's household for the land that I will show you. I will make of you a great nation 

and will bless you. I will make your name respected, and you will be a blessing. I will 

bless those who bless you, those who curse you I will curse; all the families of Earth 

will be blessed because of you." 

 

Anathema to the Gospel 

Psalm 137:8-9 Daughter Babylon, you destroyer, a blessing on the one who pays you 

back the very deed you did to us! A blessing on the one who seizes your children and 

smashes them against the rock! 

 

Blessing Enemies 

Matthew 5:43-48 [Jesus taught,] "You have heard that it was said, ôYou must love 

your neighbor and hate your enemy.õ But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for 

those who harass you so that you will be acting as children of your Father who is in 

heaven. He makes the sun rise on both the evil and the good and sends rain on both 

the righteous and the unrighteous. 

If you love only those who love you, what reward do you have? Don't even the 

tax collectors do the same? 

And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing? 

Don't even the Gentiles do the same? Therefore, just as your heavenly Father is 

complete in showing love to everyone, so also you must be complete. 

 
Express your thoughts via social media at #ColonialUCC. 
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WE RESPOND WITH THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER 

 

*  HYMN ON BULLETIN PAGE 6 Draw the Circle Wide 

 

CALL TO OFFERING AND OFFERTORY       Every Time I Feel the Spirit 

Soprano, Alba Cancel, Alto Kathy Huey, Tenor Garrett Torbert, Bass Chris Carbin 

 

* Doxology (#780 adapted; tune Old Hundredth) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, you heavenly host: 

Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One. Amen. 
  

* Prayer of Dedication     

Dear LORD, Creator of all things, 

everything on Earth is yours. 

We have nothing that can make you richer, 

for it all comes from you in the first place. 

But what we have we bring ð 

the acknowledgment that we give thanks to you, 

and that without you we have nothing and can do nothing. 

Receive and bless these gifts for your holy work, 

and bless we who offer them to you. Amen. 

 

TIME OF PRAYER 

Prayers of the People 

Believing that each joy and/or concern expressed is indeed a prayer, after each 

expression, the pastor will say: 

Lord, in your mercy. 

And the people may respond: 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Praying in Silence 
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Our Lordõs Prayer (òOur Fatheró is the traditional way this prayer begins. You are 

invited to use whatever name for God you find most meaningful (Father, Mother, 

Creator, God, etc.). Together our names for God create a beautiful chorus.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will 

be done on Earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

 

WE DEPART TO SERVE 

 

*  HYMN #581 Lead Us from Death to Life 

 

*  RENEW OUR COVENANT (Turn towards the center aisle as we bless one another with the 

promise of our covenant.)  

We covenant with the Lord and with one another and do bind ourselves in the 

presence of God to walk together in Christian Love. We seek to worship God in spirit 

and in truth and to love our neighbors as ourselves. With Godõs help we will honor 

Colonial Church in our conduct, support its program, and extend the influence of 

Christ throughout the world. 

 

*  CONGREGATIONAL SONG OF BLESSING #809 God Be With You 

God be with you, God be with you, God be with you till we meet again. 

O God be with you, God be with you, God be with you till we meet again. 

 

*  BENEDICTION AND POSTLUDE        Holy Manna           -Kern 

 

 

 

Liturgist: Marianne Foster  

Childrenõs Conversation: Pastor Aaron Roberts      

Greeter: Sally Huggins   

Head Usher:   Stacy Huggins    

Ushers: Leonore and Ed Rowe, John Yatsook  
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Day One ð Read Psalm 137:8-9 

Mark Twain wrote a prose poem as an indictment of war, but his family persuaded him 

not to publish it because it might be considered sacreligious. It is the story of a church 

service for soldiers who have been called into war. An òaged strangeró shows up and 

announces that he is Godõs messenger and prays this: 

 

O Lord our Father, our young patriots, idols of our hearts, go forth to battle -- be Thou 

near them! With them -- in spirit -- we also go forth from the sweet peace of our beloved 

firesides to smite the foe. O Lord our God, help us to tear their soldiers to bloody shreds 

with our shells; help us to cover their smiling fields with the pale forms of their patriot 

dead; help us to drown the thunder of the guns with the shrieks of their wounded, 

writhing in pain; help us to lay waste their humble homes with a hurricane of fire; help 

us to wring the hearts of their unoffending widows with unavailing grief; help us to turn 

them out roofless with little children to wander unfriended the wastes of their desolated 

land in rags and hunger and thirst, sports of the sun flames of summer and the icy 

winds of winter, broken in spirit, worn with travail, imploring Thee for the refuge of the 

grave and denied it -- for our sakes who adore Thee, Lord, blast their hopes, blight their 

lives, protract their bitter pilgrimage, make heavy their steps, water their way with their 

tears, stain the white snow with the blood of their wounded feet! We ask it, in the spirit 

of love, of Him Who is the Source of Love, and Who is the ever-faithful refuge and friend 

of all that are sore beset and seek His aid with humble and contrite hearts. Amen. 

 

¶ There is a darkness in human nature that sometimes can express itself as a 

desire to be a religious agent of divine curse upon others. Why? 

¶ The Psalm is brutal. Itõs Biblical, but is it a Word from God? 

¶ Does God ever use harshness or brutality? How do you explain evil in a Creation 

with a single Creator? This is a huge theological question called theodicy. After 

Easter next year weõll be devoting some serious time to exploring this. 

 

Day  Two ð Read Romans 12:14 

Chapter 12 of Romans is a beautiful description of living a Christian life. 

This particular verse frames the understanding that a Christian is to be a blessing ð not 

a curse. Judgment belongs to God, and no other. 

 

 

  

Colonial Church Study Guide 
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October 19, 2014 United Church of Christ Mission Moment 

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Thessalonians 1:1-10    

Living Messages 

It has been a year since Worcester Fellowship officially became part of the United Church of 

Christ. But their ministry on the streets of Worcester, Massachusetts was in sync with the 

UCCôs mission of extravagant welcome long before that. 

For six years, the church encouraged people on the margins of society to tell their stories 

and, in return, to experience love and acceptance for who and where they are in life.  

"Where a lot of people feel like, 'God will take care of me once I'm sober,' we're saying 'God 

loves you the way you are,'" said Worcester Fellowshipôs pastor, the Rev. Elizabeth Magill.  

Worcester Fellowship meets on Sunday afternoons at a local park, Worcester Common, 

where worship service is preceded by lunch. Their parishioners include people who have 

been jailed, a group of Spanish-speaking persons and members of the deaf community. 

Thanks to a $20,000 New and Renewing Churches Endowment grant from the UCC, 

Worcester Fellowship will step up their outreach. The funds might be used to hire a sign 

language interpreter, a Spanish-speaking person or someone who specializes in prison 

ministry.  

"The biggest thing the grant is going to do is to expand our reach for who we can do pastoral 

care with," Rev. Magill said. ñIn working with the chronic homeless, one of the biggest 

challenges is people not taking advantage of services availableðpeople don't think they 

deserve a better life because they feel guilty about their addiction or situation."  

Worcester Fellowship is one of eight first-time recipients of New, Renewing and 

Multiplying church grants from the UCC. A total of $600,000 is given annually. "This group 

of new, renewing and multiplying churches includes emergent missional congregations and 

ministries that exist on the engaging edges of today's culture and communities," said the 

Rev. Dave Schoen, the UCCôs team leader for congregational assessment, support and 

advancement. "They are ministries that we did not see or even imagine five years ago." 

The next application deadline for grants is February 2, 2015. 
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