(A Savior, which is Christ the Lord used with permission by Mary)

The crucial thing is to find a truth which is truth for me,
to find the idea for which I am willing to live and die.
-Søren Kierkegaard
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The Colonial Church in Prairie Village—United Church of Christ
“A Savior Comes” Christmas Eve Worship Service
Please silence your electronic devices in preparation for worship.
* Please rise in body or spirit.
WE GATHER AS GOD’S PEOPLE
GATHERING MUSIC

Antioch
-Ferguson
Divinum mysterium
-Held
Still Nacht
-Miller
(Please sign and pass pew pads and fill out Prayer Request cards you may have. You
can place the Prayer Request cards in the offering plates later in the service.)

INVOCATION
* PROCESSIONAL HYMN #135 Adeste Fideles (O Come, All You Faithful)
* CALL TO WORSHIP – BASED ON PSALM 96
Leader: O sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the Earth!
People: Sing to the LORD! Bless God’s name! Share the news of God’s saving
work today!
Leader: Declare God’s glory among the nations, God’s marvelous works among all
people.
People: Because the LORD is great and worthy of praise!
Leader: Let heaven celebrate! Let the Earth rejoice! Let the sea and everything
that is in it roar! Let the countryside and everything in it celebrate! Then
all the trees of the forest too will shout out joyfully before the LORD
because he is coming!
People: He is coming to establish justice on the Earth! He will establish justice in
the world rightly. He will establish justice among all people fairly.
* SONG OF PRAISE — Refrain from Angels We Have Heard on High (#125 in the hymnal)
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo!
* Christmas Greeting (Greet the people around you in the hope of Christ’s birth saying:
“Merry Christmas!”)
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WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
A SCRIPTURE OF PEACE AND THE FIRST CANDLE
Isaiah 9:2-7 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
lived in a land of deep darkness – on them light has shined. You have multiplied the
nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as
people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across
their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For
all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be
burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority
rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, and there shall
be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold
it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal
of the LORD of hosts will do this.
MUSICAL OFFERING

Birthday of a King
-Neidlinger
-sung by Alba Cancel, soprano and Kirk Carson, tenor

A SCRIPTURE OF FAITH AND THE SECOND CANDLE
Luke 2:1-7 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was
governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from
the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because
he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there,
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place
for them in the inn.
HYMN #124

Away in a Manger

A SCRIPTURE OF JOY AND THE THIRD CANDLE
Luke 2:8-20 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be
afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
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born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a
sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on Earth peace among those whom he
favors!"
HYMN #126

Angels, from the Realms of Glory

A SCRIPTURE OF LOVE AND THE FOURTH CANDLE
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told
them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.
HYMN #139

The First Nowell

A WORD PROCLAIMED

Pastor Aaron Roberts
WE RESPOND WITH THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER

CALL TO OFFERING AND OFFERTORY
O Holy Night
-sung by Alba Cancel, soprano
* Doxology “What Child Is This” (#148 verses 3 and 1)
Bring gifts of incense, gold, and myrrh; come, join in jubilation;
The Holy Child, though meek and mild, has come with God’s salvation
This, this, the angels sing, is Christ, God’s holy offering;
Haste, haste your praise to bring the babe, the child of Mary!
* Prayer of Dedication
Christ comes! Our hearts are full, our joy is boundless.
May this offering be a living message
of peace, love, spirit, joy and hope
to this church, to this community, to this nation and world. Amen.
(UCC Worship Ways)
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WE DEPART TO SERVE
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
All: Tonight we light the Christ Candle:
the candle of Hope made real in a Savior
come to Earth at Christmas.
In Christ, the grace of God has appeared
bringing the Good News of salvation for all.
SHARING CHRIST’S LIGHT AMONG GOD’S PEOPLE
SING SILENT NIGHT AS WE PASS CHRIST’S LIGHT
(Pastor Aaron will light a candle from the Christ candle. Our ushers will then light
the candle of the first worshiper in each pew. In this way we share the light that
God has given to each of us.)
* HYMN
Silent Night, Holy Night
Silent night, holy night, All is calm all is bright Round yon virgin mother and child,
Holy infant so tender and mild, Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night, Shepherds quake at the sight, Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing alleluia; Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light Radiant beams from thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

* EXTINGUISHING THE CONGREGATION’S CANDLES AND RINGING IN CHRISTMAS DAY
* BENEDICTION
* RECESSIONAL HYMN
Joy to the World!
(Please hand your candle to an usher as you leave singing.)
Joy to the world! The Lord is come:
Let Earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
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Joy to the Earth! The Savior reigns:
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.

* POSTLUDE

Il Est Né
(If you have donated a poinsettia for Christmas,
you are welcome to take it home following our service tonight.)

Liturgist:
Greeter:
Head Usher:
Ushers:

Bruce Wofford
Michelle Turpen
Linda Moses
Martha Wofford, Valerie and Kevin Cable, Linda Moses

-Hudson
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