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The Colonial Church in Prairie Villag&nited Church of Christ
Christmas CantataSunday WorshiBervice

Please silence youelectronic devicesin preparation for worship

* Please rise in body or spirit

WE GATHER ASSOD® PEOPLE
GATHERIN®MuUSIC Freu dich Sehr - Hovland

WELCOME ANBNNOUNCEMENTS
(Please sign and pass pewads and fill outPrayer Request cards yomay have. You
can place the Prayer Request cards in the offering plates later in the servjce.

* OPENINGHYMN#129 GoodChristianFriends,Rejoice

* ADVENTCALLTOWORSHIFY WEEKFOURD MATTHEW2:1-12

Leader: AfterJesuswasbornin Bethlehemin the territory of Judeaduringthe rule of
King Herod, magi came from the east to Jerusalem.

People: Theyasked, "Whereis the newbornking of the Jews?We'veseen his star in
the east, and we'vecometo honor him."

Leader: WhenKing Herodheard this, he was troubled, and everyonein Jerusalem
was troubled with him. He gatheredall the chief priests and the legal experts
and asked them wherethe Chrst wasto be born.

People: Theysaid, "In Bethlehemof Judea,for this is what the prophet wrote: You,
Bethlehem,land of Judah,by no meansare youleast amongthe rulers of
Judah,becausefrom youwill come one who governs,who will shepherdmy
peoplelsrael."

Leader: ThenHerodsecretlycalled for the magi and found out from them the time
whenthe star had first appeared.He sent them to Bethlehem, saying,"Go
and search carefullyfor the child. Whenyou'vefound him, report to me so
that | too may go and honor him."

People: Whenthey heard the king, they went; and look, the star they had seenin the
east went ahead of them until it stood overthe place wherethe child was.

Leader: Whenthey sawthe star, they were filled with joy. Theyentered the houseand
sawthe child with Mary his mother. Fallingto their knees, they honored him.



3

Thenthey openedtheir treasure chests and presented him with gifts of gold,
frankincense,and myrrh.

People: Becausetheywerewarnedin a dream not to return to Herod, they went back
to their own country by anotherroute.

* ADVENTCANDLELIGHTING
Alt Still Including God, we thank you for guiding each of us into the love and
inclusion of this, your household. As we light this candle, we proclaim your
love whichis for all people,in all places, at all times. Onthis, the final Sunday
of the Adventseason, we ask that you would make us carriers of your love
into the world. Amen.

(Saythe name or place that youwant to lift up to God,and then we will all spend one
minute in silent prayerfor what was said.)

* ADVENTSONG OPRAISEY COME O LONGEXPECTERESUS#122 V.1
Come, O longexpected Jesus, born to set all people free;
From our fears and sins release us; grant us your true liberty.

* SHARINGGODE® WELCOME(Greet everyone in the hope of peace and friendship.)

CALL TGOFFERING ANOFFERTORY The Son of God is Come -Dupre

* DoxologyWhat Child Is Thi¢#148 verses 3 and 1)
Bring gifts of incense, gold, and myrrilgome, join in jubilation;
The Holy Child, though meek and mil d,
This, this, the angels sing, is Christ
Haste, haste your praise to bring the babe, the child of Mary!

* Prayer of Dedication
God of gacious love, we bring before you our gifts and offerings, bringing also
our thanks for those leaders of the church who have come before us. Bless
these gifts, that through them Jesus:i
leaders in need may know that thegontinue to be held in your love and care.
I n Jesusd name we pray. Amen.



WE HEARGODE WORD
THEWORDIN MusICd PRINCE OIPEACE
Music by Stephen Walters/Dale Wood Lyrics Carlton C. Buck
1. Princeof Peace Choir
2.  The Promised One Alba Cancel
3. Peace to His People Womens choir
4. Holy is His Name Chris Carbin
5. Rejoice and Spread the News soloist Lori Jackson Choir
6. Now is the Time for Joy Kathy Huey and Garrett Talbert
7. As Lately We Watched Choir
8. Wise Men from the East Garrett Talbert and Chris Carbin
9. Let Your Peace Be Seen in Us Choir
10. The Prince of Peace Was Born That Day Choir
11. Prince of Peace is He Char
12. Jesus Christ, the Faithful Witness Choir
* BENEDICTION ANBOSTLUDE Good Christian Friends, Rejoice Kern

Advent Candle Lighters: Ron Keehn and LouanrRinner
Cantata Narrator: Bruce Wofford



POINSETTIA
DONATIONS

Tom and Honey Barnekoff
In memory of Carl Migliazzo

Mary Baumgart and family
In memory of Norm Baumgart

Catherine Bowser
In memory of John V. Bowser

Terry and Diane Brown
In honor of our grandchildren: Shenandoah,
Ndeila, Binta, Darby, Ridley and Benny

Valerie and Kevin Cable
In memory of Mary Alice and Fred Amelung

The Graff family
In memory of EridHampton

Richard and LaVonne Grossman
In memory of our parents

Barrie and Nicholas Herbst

In memory of Mom and Grandma, Sally
Snail

George Hixonds famil
In memory of George Hixon

Howard, Sally, Stacy and Hayden Huggins
In memory of Ray and Mary Gca
Morgan, Goudon Huggins

Lucille Jewett and family
In memory of Bill Jewett

The George Lafferty family
In memory of Digby and Libby Lafferty

Carla and Jim Mattson
In honor of all our children and
grandchildren

LeAnn McCartney
In memory of C. C. McCartney

Linda Moses
Thanks for the memories Tom Moses

Linda Moses
Happy 29 birthday Atticus Moses

Harry and Kendra Morrison

In honor of aur grandsons, Henry and
Charlie

y

Mrs. Dolores Neese and children

In memory of Paul Neese



Janice Neustrom
In memory ofmy husband, Bob and my
son, Ned

Tim and Donna Owens
In honor of our sons and grandchildren

Deloras Pemberton
In memory of Beaty Pemberton

Ann Marie Rigler and Eric Williams
In memory of Lloyd and Dixie Williams,
A. K. Rigleand Bob Miller

Marty and Lynn Sample
In memory of Joe Sample

Susie Stroud
In memory of my dear husband, Tom,
and our daughter, Teresa

Marion Taylor
In honor of Valerie and Hayley Volkme

Lisarae Turnbull
In memory of Betty Turnbull

Cheri VanOrman
In honor of my mom, Dorothy V&rman

Vonda Van Pelt
In memory of Micky Henry

Carol Welch
In memory of Bob Welch

Jim and Jane Whiles
In honor of our gradchildren, Elena,
Amelia, Sadieand Rowland

Bruce and Martha Wofford
In honor of our childrerand
grandchildren

Wayne and Phyllis Yost
In memory of our passed loved ones



ColonialChurchStudy Guideand AdventAssignments

The readings for this week lead up to our Thursday morning Bible Study discussion at
10: 00am i n PastWerd |Aarboen dosn QOfefciecses. unt i |

Mondayd Read 2 Kings 45

El i sha, El i jahds succes seaeamestbppedormngvalouss p
miracles.
1 The ministry of Elisha begins with an eilated miracle, and the resurrection of
a widowdbs son, hearkening back to the
stories shed light on one another?
1 Botanists have sugested that the gourds in the stew at Gilgal wer@itrullus

Colocynthis a plant which resembles a cucumber and causes the stomach to
purge itself. The flour was likely barley flour (commonly used in the Ancient Near
East), which could have coated the b&t gourd and counteracted its effects.

What does this use of an herbal remedy by Elisha reveal to us about the way

God works?

1 The day they crossed over the Jordan and into the promised lamds, in the
minds of many I sraelites, the day t he
blessing. How does the significance of the Jordan come to bear on the healing of
Namaan?

MO N D A XTB/BENT ASSIGNMENT: Do something nice for a stranger.

Tuesdayd Read 2 Kings
Eli shads instructions |l ead to multiple n
returns. Evil kings rule Israel.

1 The Aramean army is sent to take Elisha captive. He reveals to his attendant that he
is protected by a heavenly army, but #t army does not participate in the battle.
Instead, the Aramean army is struck with blindness and led astray. What purpose
does the heavenly army serve here?

1 Lepers are unclean according to biblical law, and required to remain outside of
civilization untl such time as their leprosy (any skin disease, or even bad acne) is
cured. What significance can be found in four lepers delivering the good news of the
Arameans® departure?
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f The Shunnamite womands return at t he e
the king is but one of many fortuitous coincidences in the adventures of Elisha.
Might we see coincidence as an act of God?

TUESDAY®S ADYVE N Bhark 8 mdalGvth\éniéedne you love.

Wednesdayd Read 2 Kings 911
Jehu wrests the throne of | srael away fr
evils committed by Ahab and his descendants.

1 Competing claims on the throne are often met in Scripture with attacks on the
wouldbe usurperds | i f e, ulaadsDawdaGverithe dangermof e
claiming royal status, do you think Jehu was right to call the messenger of God a
rambling madman?

1 There is a tradition in warfare which guarantees the safety of generals when they
meet to discuss terms of peace before aditle. Jehu violates this tradition, and
in doing so prevents what would surely have been a bloody battle. Does the
preservation of life justify this breach in the etiquette of war?

WE D N E S DADYENS ASSIGNMENT: Join your family in an activity youjaly.en

Thursdayd Read 2 Kings 1214
Jehoash (or Joash) oversees a temple renovation in Judah. Jehoahaz and Jehoash (or
Joash) rule in Israel. Elisha dies, and the cycle of kings continues.

1 Jehoashof Judah is said to do what is right in the sight of the Lord, but allows the
high places to remain erect. Jehoahaz and Jehoash of Israel are said to do what
is evil in the sight of the Lord by allowing the high places to stay. Why are these
similar actions judged differently?

T El'i shads final miracle occurs after h
dead man back to life. What, if anything, does a posthumous miracle tell us
about the nature of Godds bl essing on

THURS DADYENS ASSIGNMENT Cel ebrate the birth of



Colonial Church The Sunday Crier

in Prairie Vlllﬂge December 21, 2014

Join Us for Christmas Worship

Longest Night Service

December 21 is the shortest day and longest night of the year. Thus, it is a time to reflect on the
past year’s losses and separations, acknowledge our grief, and meditate on God’s grace and hope
as we continue on our life journey. Join us at 7:00 p.m. tonight in the Sanctuary.

Christmas Eve Worship
6:00 p.m. Live Christmas Pageant and Candlelighting presented by Colonial Church

Youth
8:00 p.m. Candlelight, Carols and Scripture
Sunday, December 28

We will have our regular worship schedule with services at 8:30 and 10:15 a.m.

A Light Is Drawing Near: The Christmas Fund

There are bright red offering envelopes in this Crier for the Christmas Fund, the annual UCC
offering to help retired clergy, and clergy with difficulties. The Christmas Fund supplements
the small pensions of some UCC clergy and lay employees and their families, helps some retired
clergy pay for health insurance, and sometimes keeps the heat on. The Christmas Fund also sup-
ports active clergy and lay employees who have medical emergencies or unexpected misfortunes
that require more money than they have in their bank accounts. All told, this offering contrib-
utes more than $2 million a year in assistance to clergy and lay employees. In earlier years, min-
isters’ compensation often was woefully inadequate, and this is a way we can help care for folks
who cared for us. Please be generous!

Holiday Office Hours
The office will be closed December 25-January 1. The office will re-open on Friday, January 2.

January Sermon Series: Artificial Intelligence - The Next Evolution?
Stephen Hawking has warned that artificial intelligence could one day “spell the end of the human
race.” (12/14 BBC News). Ray Kurzweil, a lead scientist and engineer employed by Google, is
working on a process to transfer human memories and thought processes from a person’s brain
into an artificial intelligence. Would this new being be alive? Would it be human? Would it have
a soul? There are so many important questions to ask. In January, we are going to explore our
humanity as people of faith in our worship and conversation. Come and bring your thoughts
and questions.
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HIGHLIGHTS

Special Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 28 The Administrative Board of the Council
has called for a special meeting of the Congregation at both services on Sunday, December 28, 2014, for
the sole purpose of approving the release of funds from a designated gift by an anonymous donor. The
donor has designated $30,000 for Kansas City Rescue Mission, an organization serving the poor and
homeless in Kansas City. The funds are not part of the church operating budget and will not affect other
funds administered by Colonial’s Board of Outreach. Although the money comes entirely from the
donor’s special gift, Colonial’s by-laws require that any expenditure of more than $10,000 — regardless of
the source of the funds or the recipient — be approved by the congregation. Since this is the only item on
the agenda, we anticipate this will be a very brief meeting.

We Need Cookies! Sunday, December 28, we will be serving dinner for the homeless on the Plaza for
Artists Helping the Homeless, and Tuesday, the 30th, the Friends of Cross-Lines will be serving lunch
to the homeless down at Cross-Lines. We need more cookies for both events. Do you have a young
person at your house during Christmas break who needs community service hours? Have them bake
cookies! Sign up on the website, or call or email Marilyn Uppman to donate cookies (913-722-1070,
gmuppman@aol.com). Cookies can be put in the downstairs kitchen freezer, with your name and the
number of cookies written on the package. Thanks!

2015 Altar Flowers. Please sign up to purchase the altar flowers for your chosen date in 2015. The cal-
endar is in the narthex. Your cost is $50 and you may take the flowers following the 10:15 a.m. service
or designate them for the Care Committee to take to homebound or hospitalized members. You can
also sign up online at http://tinyurl.com/2015flowers.

Spring Sunday School. The 2015 curriculum just arrived. Colonial kids have an exciting year of
Sunday School ahead of them. If you'd like to volunteer to teach Sunday School this spring, you can
signup at http://tinyurl.com/springteachers. Contact Shea Zellweger with questions
(shea@colonialucc.org).

New Member Class. There will be a membership class on January 11, 18 and 25 for those inter-
ested in joining Colonial. If you would like to be a part of this class, please let us know by con-
tacting Pauline in the church office.

Colonial Women Activities

B Breakfast and Coffee at Big Biscuit. Monday, January 5, at 9:30 a.m. at Big Biscuit.

B Blue Moose Tuesday. Tuesday, January 13, 5:30 p.m., Blue Moose in Prairie Village. A great
way to unwind and chat with new and old friends.

B Book Discussion Group. Friday, January 23, 7:00 p.m., Stephanie Graff’s home. The book is
Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific Crest Trail by Cheryl Strayed.

Giving Statements. Giving Statements for the period January 1, 2014 thru November 30, 2014 have

been mailed. If you gave/pledged for this period and did not receive a statement or if you have a ques-

tion regarding the one you received, please call the church office.

Earn Money While Shopping If you shop on Amazon, help Colonial Church by going to
http://tinyurl.com/shoppingfundraiser. Then click on the “begin shopping” link and you will be
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THE WEEK AHEAD

TODAY — DECEMBER 21

8:30 a.m.—WORSHIP.

9:15 a.m.—THAT Was THE WEEK THAT Was, Library.
9:15 a.m.—BoARrD or OuTrEACH, Cambridge Room.
9:30 a.m.—CENTERING PRAYER, Savoy Room.

10:15 a.m.—WORSHIP.

10:30 a.m.—SUNDAY SCHOOL.

11:15 a.m.—CorrEE & CONVERSATION, Heritage Room.
11:15 a.m.—CookKIE EXCHANGE, Social Hall.

11:30 a.m.—BoarDp oF WorsHipr, Oberlin Room.

7:00 p.m.—LONGEST N1GHT WORSHIP SERVICE, Sanctuary.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23
9:30 a.m.—Booxk Grour, Heritage Room.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 247
6:00 p.m.—CHRISTMAS EVE PAGEANT.
8:00 p.m.—CANDLELIGHT, CAROLS AND SCRIPTURE.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25-THURSDAY, JANUARY 1
OFriCE CLOSED.

re-directed to Amazon. Colonial will earn 3% of every dollar you spend on Amazon by purchas-
ing through this link.

Ongoing T’ai Chi Chih Class at Colonial 2015. Tai Chi Chih movement has been known
since 1974 and is excellent for balance, endurance and a general feeling of health and well-being,.
T’ai Chi Chih is a moving meditation. The class at Colonial is taught by Lorraine Lepine, an
accredited TCC Instructor since 1999. You don’t need any special equipment or clothing. You
won’t need to rush out for a shower after class. You can go directly on to the next event of your
day. Class will resume on January 5, 2015, Monday and Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. in the Social
Hall. The cost for Colonial people is $6.00 per class. Students should be prepared to enroll
and pay for a minimum of 6 classes. New members are welcome at any time and the cost will be
adjusted. For more information, check out Lorraine’s website, www.optimumliving.weebly.com.

Stewardship Thought “Blessed is the person who sees the need, recognizes the responsibility,
and actively becomes the answer.” — William Arthur Ward

Please remember the ministries of your church in your will.
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