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Nikaitchuq, Alaska, is the farthest north point to which 

one can drive in the United States. This picture was 

taken at midday on the first day the sun rose after 

having set for nearly two months. 
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The Colonial Church in Prairie VillageñUnited Church of Christ 

Christmas Cantata Sunday Worship Service 

  
Please silence your electronic devices in preparation for worship. 

 

* Please rise in body or spirit 

 

 

WE GATHER AS GODõS PEOPLE 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                                        Freu dich Sehr                                                 - Hovland  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(Please sign and pass pew pads and fill out Prayer Request cards you may have. You 

can place the Prayer Request cards in the offering plates later in the service.) 

 

*  OPENING HYMN #129 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 

 

*  ADVENT CALL TO WORSHIP ð WEEK FOUR ð MATTHEW 2:1-12 

Leader:  After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the territory of Judea during the rule of 

King Herod, magi came from the east to Jerusalem. 

People: They asked, "Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We've seen his star in 

the east, and we've come to honor him." 

Leader: When King Herod heard this, he was troubled, and everyone in Jerusalem 

was troubled with him. He gathered all the chief priests and the legal experts 

and asked them where the Christ was to be born. 

People: They said, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for this is what the prophet wrote: You, 

Bethlehem, land of Judah, by no means are you least among the rulers of 

Judah, because from you will come one who governs, who will shepherd my 

people Israel." 

Leader: Then Herod secretly called for the magi and found out from them the time 

when the star had first appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go 

and search carefully for the child. When you've found him, report to me so 

that I too may go and honor him." 

People: When they heard the king, they went; and look, the star they had seen in the 

east went ahead of them until it stood over the place where the child was. 

Leader: When they saw the star, they were filled with joy. They entered the house and 

saw the child with Mary his mother. Falling to their knees, they honored him.  
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Then they opened their treasure chests and presented him with gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh. 

People: Because they were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went back 

to their own country by another route. 

 

*  ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

All:  Still Including God, we thank you for guiding each of us into the love and 

inclusion of this, your household. As we light this candle, we proclaim your 

love which is for all people, in all places, at all times. On this, the final Sunday 

of the Advent season, we ask that you would make us carriers of your love 

into the world. Amen.   

 

(Say the name or place that you want to lift up to God, and then we will all spend one 

minute in silent prayer for what was said.) 

 

*  ADVENT SONG OF PRAISE ñ COME, O LONG-EXPECTED JESUS #122  V.1   

Come, O long-expected Jesus, born to set all people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; grant us your true liberty. 

 

*  SHARING GODõS WELCOME  (Greet everyone in the hope of peace and friendship.) 

 

CALL TO OFFERING AND OFFERTORY                 The Son of God is Come                               -Dupre 

* Doxology What Child Is This (#148 verses 3 and 1) 

Bring gifts of incense, gold, and myrrh; come, join in jubilation; 

The Holy Child, though meek and mild, has come with Godõs salvation. 

This, this, the angels sing, is Christ, Godõs holy offering; 

Haste, haste your praise to bring the babe, the child of Mary! 
  

* Prayer of Dedication     

God of gracious love, we bring before you our gifts and offerings, bringing also 

our thanks for those leaders of the church who have come before us. Bless 

these gifts, that through them Jesusõ ministry may go forward, and church 

leaders in need may know that they continue to be held in your love and care. 

In Jesusõ name we pray. Amen. 
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WE HEAR GODõS WORD 

 

THE WORD IN MUSIC ð PRINCE OF PEACE 

Music by Stephen Walters/Dale Wood                                                Lyrics Carlton C. Buck 

1.      Prince of Peace                                                                        Choir 

2.      The Promised One                                                                    Alba Cancel 

3.      Peace to His People                                                                  Womens choir 

4.      Holy is His Name                                                                      Chris Carbin 

5.      Rejoice and Spread the News     soloist Lori Jackson   Choir 

6.      Now is the Time for Joy                                  Kathy Huey and Garrett Talbert 

7.      As Lately We Watched                                                            Choir 

8.      Wise Men from the East                                  Garrett Talbert and Chris Carbin 

9.      Let Your Peace Be Seen in Us                                                 Choir 

10.  The Prince of Peace Was Born That Day                                 Choir 

11.  Prince of Peace is He                                                                Choir 

12.  Jesus Christ, the Faithful Witness                                             Choir   

  

*  BENEDICTION AND POSTLUDE                 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice                            -Kern 

 

 

Advent Candle Lighters:    Ron Keehn and Louann Rinner 

Cantata Narrator:         Bruce Wofford 
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Tom and Honey Barnekoff 

In memory of Carl Migliazzo 

 

Mary Baumgart and family 

In memory of Norm Baumgart 

 

Catherine Bowser 

In memory of John V. Bowser   

 

Terry and Diane Brown 

In honor of our grandchildren:  Shenandoah, 

Ndeila, Binta, Darby, Ridley and Benny 

 

Valerie and Kevin Cable 

In memory of Mary Alice and Fred Amelung 

 

The Graff family 

In memory of Eric Hampton 

 

Richard and LaVonne Grossman 

In memory of our parents 

 

Barrie and Nicholas Herbst 

In memory of Mom and Grandma, Sally  

Snail 

 

George Hixonõs family 

In memory of George Hixon 

 

 

 

Howard, Sally, Stacy and Hayden Huggins 

In memory of Ray and Mary Grace 

Morgan, Goudon Huggins 

 

Lucille Jewett and family 

In memory of Bill Jewett 

 

The George Lafferty family 

In memory of Digby and Libby Lafferty 

 

Carla and Jim Mattson 

In honor of all our children and 

grandchildren 

 

LeAnn McCartney 

In memory of C. C. McCartney  

 

Linda Moses 

Thanks for the memories Tom Moses 

 

Linda Moses 

Happy 2nd birthday Atticus Moses 

 

Harry and Kendra Morrison 

In honor of our grandsons, Henry and 

Charlie 

 

Mrs. Dolores Neese and children 

In memory of Paul Neese 
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Janice Neustrom 

In memory of my husband, Bob and my 

son, Ned 

 

Tim and Donna Owens 

In honor of our sons and grandchildren 

 

Deloras Pemberton 

In memory of Beaty Pemberton 

 

Ann Marie Rigler and Eric Williams 

In memory of Lloyd and Dixie Williams, 

A. K. Rigler and Bob Miller 

 

Marty  and Lynn Sample 

In memory of Joe Sample 

 

Susie Stroud 

In memory of my dear husband, Tom, 

and our daughter, Teresa 

   

Marion Taylor 

In honor of Valerie and Hayley Volkmer 

 

 

Lisarae Turnbull 

In memory of Betty Turnbull 

 

Cheri VanOrman 

In honor of my mom, Dorothy VanOrman 

 

Vonda Van Pelt 

In memory of Micky Henry 

     

Carol Welch 

In memory of Bob Welch 

 

Jim and Jane Whiles 

In honor of our grandchildren, Elena, 

Amelia, Sadie and Rowland 

 

Bruce and Martha Wofford 

In honor of our children and 

grandchildren 

 

Wayne and Phyllis Yost 

In memory of our passed loved ones 

 



 

 

 

   
 

The readings for this week lead up to our Thursday morning Bible Study discussion at 

10:00am in Pastor Aaronõs Office. Weõll be on recess until Thursday, January 8, 2015. 

 

Monday ð Read 2 Kings 4-5 

Elisha, Elijahõs successor, begins his prophetic career in earnest by performing various 

miracles. 

¶ The ministry of Elisha begins with an oil-related miracle, and the resurrection of 

a widowõs son, hearkening back to the stories of Elijah. How do these parallel 

stories shed light on one another? 

¶ Botanists have suggested that the gourds in the stew at Gilgal were Citrullus 

Colocynthis, a plant which resembles a cucumber and causes the stomach to 

purge itself. The flour was likely barley flour (commonly used in the Ancient Near 

East), which could have coated the bitter gourd and counteracted its effects. 

What does this use of an herbal remedy by Elisha reveal to us about the way 

God works? 

¶ The day they crossed over the Jordan and into the promised land was, in the 

minds of many Israelites, the day they received the fullness of Godõs promised 

blessing. How does the significance of the Jordan come to bear on the healing of 

Namaan? 

 MONDAYõS ADVENT ASSIGNMENT: Do something nice for a stranger. 

  

  

Tuesday ð Read 2 Kings 6-8 

Elishaõs instructions lead to multiple military successes. The Shunnamite woman 

returns. Evil kings rule Israel. 

¶ The Aramean army is sent to take Elisha captive. He reveals to his attendant that he 

is protected by a heavenly army, but that army does not participate in the battle. 

Instead, the Aramean army is struck with blindness and led astray. What purpose 

does the heavenly army serve here? 

¶ Lepers are unclean according to biblical law, and required to remain outside of 

civilization until such time as their leprosy (any skin disease, or even bad acne) is 

cured. What significance can be found in four lepers delivering the good news of the 

Arameansõ departure? 

Colonial Church Study Guide and Advent Assignments 
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¶ The Shunnamite womanõs return at the exact moment Gehazi has an audience with 
the king is but one of many fortuitous coincidences in the adventures of Elisha. 

Might we see coincidence as an act of God?  

TUESDAYõS ADVENT ASSIGNMENT:  Share a meal with someone you love. 

 

 

Wednesday ð Read 2 Kings 9-11 

Jehu wrests the throne of Israel away from Ahabõs son Joram and seeks to correct the 

evils committed by Ahab and his descendants. 

¶ Competing claims on the throne are often met in Scripture with attacks on the 

would-be usurperõs life, as was the case with Saul and David. Given the danger of 

claiming royal status, do you think Jehu was right to call the messenger of God a 

rambling madman? 

¶ There is a tradition in warfare which guarantees the safety of generals when they 

meet to discuss terms of peace before a battle. Jehu violates this tradition, and 

in doing so prevents what would surely have been a bloody battle. Does the 

preservation of life justify this breach in the etiquette of war?  

WEDNESDAYõS ADVENT ASSIGNMENT: Join your family in an activity you all enjoy. 

  

  

Thursday ð Read 2 Kings 12-14 

Jehoash (or Joash) oversees a temple renovation in Judah. Jehoahaz and Jehoash (or 

Joash) rule in Israel. Elisha dies, and the cycle of kings continues. 

¶ Jehoash of Judah is said to do what is right in the sight of the Lord, but allows the 

high places to remain erect. Jehoahaz and Jehoash of Israel are said to do what 

is evil in the sight of the Lord by allowing the high places to stay. Why are these 

similar actions judged differently? 

¶ Elishaõs final miracle occurs after his death, when contact with his body brings a 
dead man back to life. What, if anything, does a posthumous miracle tell us 

about the nature of Godõs blessing on Elisha? 

THURSDAYõS ADVENT ASSIGNMENT: Celebrate the birth of Jesus, Godõs gift of love 
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