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Whatever we do in the world will have a deep impact 
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The Colonial Church in Prairie VillageñUnited Church of Christ 

òGive Moreó Sunday Worship Service 

in the series The Advent Conspiracy 

  
Please silence your mobile phone in preparation for worship 

 

* Please rise in body or spirit 

 

 

WE GATHER AS GODõS PEOPLE 

 

GATHERING MUSIC                           Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland                                     -Klotz 

 

BELL CHOIR PRELUDE Advent Hope         -arr by Hakes 

                                                                                                  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

(Please sign and pass pew pads and fill out Prayer Request cards you may have. You 

can place the Prayer Request cards in the offering plates later in the service.) 

 

*  OPENING HYMN #119 My Soul Gives Glory to My God 

 

*  ADVENT CALL TO WORSHIP ð WEEK THREE ð LUKE 2:8-20 

Leader:   Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. The 

Lord's angel stood before them, the Lord's glory shone around them, and they 

were terrified. 

People: The angel said, "Don't be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you ð wonderful, 

joyous news for all people. Your savior is born today in David's city. He is 

Christ the Lord. This is a sign for you: you will find a newborn baby wrapped 

snugly and lying in a manger." 

Leader: Suddenly a great assembly of the heavenly forces was with the angel praising 

God. They said, "Glory to God in heaven, and on Earth peace among those 

whom he favors." 

People: When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, "Let's 

go right now to Bethlehem and see what's happened. Let's confirm what the 

Lord has revealed to us." 

Leader: They went quickly and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the 

manger. When they saw this, they reported what they had been told about 

this child. 

People: Everyone who heard it was amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
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Leader: Mary committed these things to memory and considered them carefully. 

People: The shepherds returned home, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen. Everything happened just as they had been told. 

 

*  ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING 

All:  Gracious God, sometimes the Good News of your generosity and compassion 

can be threatening to us.  God asks us to give our forgiveness.  It can be very 

hard to forgive.  So light the candle of compassion within us, and help us to 

set aside our fears, our need for control and to give moreémore love, more 

hope, more forgiveness. This we pray in the name of Jesus the Christ.  Amen. 

 

(Say the name of a person or situation in your life that is hard to forgive, and then we 

will spend one minute in silent prayer for what was said.) 

 

*  ADVENT SONG OF PRAISE ñ COME, O LONG-EXPECTED JESUS #122  V.1   

Come, O long-expected Jesus, born to set all people free; 

From our fears and sins release us; grant us your true liberty. 

 

*  SHARING GODõS WELCOME  (Greet everyone in the hope of peace and friendship.) 

 

CHILDRENõS CONVERSATION (Children of all ages are welcome to come forward to the 

chancel steps. Following the Conversation, children are welcome to remain to 

worship or to attend our Sunday School.) 

This little light of mine, Iõm gonna let it shine, this little light of mine, Iõm gonna let 

it shine, this little light of mine, Iõm gonna let it shine, let it shine, let it shine, let it 

shine. 

 

 

WE HEAR GODõS WORD 

 

*  A WORD IN SCRIPTURE 

How Eli Came to Care for Samuel 

1 Samuel 1:9-11 & 26-28 One time, after eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah got 

up and presented herself before the LORD. (Now Eli the priest was sitting in the chair 

by the doorpost of the LORD's temple.) 

 Hannah was very upset and couldn't stop crying as she prayed to the LORD. Then 

she made this promise: "LORD of heavenly forces, just look at your servant's pain 

and remember me! Don't forget your servant! Give her a boy! Then I'll give him to the 

LORD for his entire life. No razor will ever touch his head." 
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[Later, after Samuel was born, Hannah took him to live with Eli.] 

"As surely as you live, sir, I am the woman who stood here next to you, praying to 

the LORD. I prayed for this boy, and the LORD gave me what I asked from him. So 

now I give this boy back to the LORD. As long as he lives, he is given to the LORD." 

Then they worshipped there before the LORD. 

  

A Spiritual Adoption 

Romans 8:12-15 So then, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation, but it isn't an 

obligation to ourselves to live our lives on the basis of selfishness. If you live on the 

basis of selfishness, you are going to die. But if you put to death the actions of the 

body with the Spirit, you will live. All who are led by God's Spirit are God's sons and 

daughters. You didn't receive a spirit of slavery to lead you back again into fear, but 

you received a Spirit that shows you are adopted as his children. 

 

A WORD IN MUSIC There Shall a Star from Jacob       -Mendlessohn 

 

A WORD SHARED òBeing a Global Human Beingó          -Rachel Beck 
Express your thoughts via social media at #ColonialUCC. 

 

 

WE RESPOND WITH THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER 

 

*  HYMN #542 Born of God, Eternal Savior 

 

CALL TO OFFERING AND OFFERTORY      Christ My Lord, God's Only-Begotten Son              -Dupre 

  

* Doxology What Child Is This (#148 verses 3 and 1) 

Bring gifts of incense, gold, and myrrh; come, join in jubilation; 

The Holy Child, though meek and mild, has come with Godõs salvation. 

This, this, the angels sing, is Christ, Godõs holy offering; 

Haste, haste your praise to bring the babe, the child of Mary! 
  

* Prayer of Dedication     

Holy God, our answer too, is òYes!ó  

Yes, we will serve only you.  

Yes, we will bring our whole selves to the effort.  

Yes, we will sing your praises to the universe.  

Accept these offerings as tangible proof of our collective òyes.ó  

May they be magnified for your use in our time.  Amen.         (UCC Worship Ways) 
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TIME OF PRAYER 

Prayers of the People 

Believing that each joy and/or concern expressed is indeed a prayer, after each 

expression, the pastor will say: 

Lord, in your mercy. 

And the people may respond: 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Praying in Silence 

 

Our Lordõs Prayer (òOur Fatheró is the traditional way this prayer begins. You are 

invited to use whatever name for God you find most meaningful (Father, Mother, 

Creator, God, etc.). Together our names for God create a beautiful chorus.) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will 

be done on Earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

 

WE DEPART TO SERVE 

 

*  HYMN #131 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 

*  RENEW OUR COVENANT (Turn towards the center aisle as we bless one another with the 

promise of our covenant.)  

We covenant with the Lord and with one another and do bind ourselves in the 

presence of God to walk together in Christian Love. We seek to worship God in spirit 

and in truth and to love our neighbors as ourselves. With Godõs help we will honor 

Colonial Church in our conduct, support its program, and extend the influence of 

Christ throughout the world. 

 

*  CONGREGATIONAL SONG OF BLESSING #809 God Be With You 

God be with you, God be with you, God be with you till we meet again. 

O God be with you, God be with you, God be with you till we meet again. 

 

*  BENEDICTION AND POSTLUDE           Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland                          -Walcha 
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Rachel Beck is an internationally published freelance 

photographer.  Currently she works out of the Kansas City 

area and has exhibited all over the country while working 

for or supporting many nationwide organizations.  Some 

of these are No Time for Poverty (St. Paul Minnesota), 

The Humane Society, and Job Corps. She also served on 

the Board of Directors for the YWCA for two years. 

While, photography is her profession, she is involved in 

many other community endeavors and enjoys volunteering 

with a number of charities.  

 

Along with her skills in photography, Rachel enjoys educating college students, corporate 

America, and community groups about Diversity Awareness, a subject that is very close to 

her heart. She has spoken on this subject and on Self-Esteem to such varied audiences as Job 

Corps and the students at Missouri Western State University. 

  

With the face of America changing, Rachel is a sought-after speaker on the subject of 

Diversity Awareness and is available to share her insight to those in the work-place, the 

classroom, or the clubhouse.  She creates a laid-back, honest environment that invites open 

questions and synergetic discussion. Rachel writes: 

 

ñPhotography is an art that can capture human emotions, brilliant sunsets, the motion of 

waterfalls and the global issues that are facing us today.  Photography can tell a story of 

our past and our present. It provides the key to holding on to memories forever, and people 

who may no longer be with us today. It provides us with happiness, bewilderment, 

excitement and captures the Earth in all of it glorious wonders. 

 

There are many things that motivate me and inspire me.  When I began, it was about the joy 

that that it brings to my life and the feeling of independence, that it has given me. It was 

about achieving a career, which is intellectually stimulating as well as emotionally fulfilling. 

It has filled a hole, that I had, which was I wasnôt truly fulfilling my true potential as a 

person. 

 

Sometimes fear is something, that stops all of us, and I believe that is something I had gone 

through.  I feel like I climbed a mountain and have reached the other side. As challenges 

come my way, I feel I have the strength to move through them. I believe we all have the 

strength inside of us to reach our true potential and we are the oneôs that stop ourselvesò. 

http://www.which-energy.co.uk/
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The readings for this week lead up to our Thursday morning Bible Study discussion at 

10:00am in Pastor Aaronõs Office.  

 

Monday - Read 1 Kings 8-9 Solomon and the Temple 

Solomon dedicates the temple and leads the people in the first acts of corporate worship 

there. God promises success to Solomon so long as Solomon will follow God. 

¶ Solomon attributes the construction of the temple both to himself and to God. His 

language indicates a belief that he and God were in such agreement that their 

actions in regard to the temple are indistinguishable. How do you feel reading the 

words of someone who is so sure he has done the will of God. 

¶ The first sacrifices offered in the temple are so numerous that they wonõt all fit on 

the altar, and every last one is given by Solomon. The priests, who were responsible 

for offering sacrifices, are not mentioned. What do you think of a political leader 

taking over this priestly function? 

¶ There is a passage in 1 Kings 9 which describes the labor force used to construct 

the Temple. It is comprised entirely of non-Israelites who were forced into building. 

Does the use of slavery in its construction alter your understanding of the Temple? 

  

MONDAYõS ADVENT ASSIGNMENT:  Volunteer at a place that promotes something with 

which you disagree. 

  

Tuesday ð Read 1 Kings 10-11 

The rulers of Sheba and Ophir pay tribute to Solomon due to his wisdom. But Solomon does 

not keep his promise to the Lord and it brings about the fall of his kingdom. 

¶ The actions of the Queen of Sheba and Hiram of Ophir suggest that they swore fealty 

to Solomon, making him ruler of their lands. Such actions were usually only 

undertaken after the ruler receiving tribute had made some move to conquer the 

other nation. Do you think these rulers became vassals of their own accord? Why 

might they choose to do so? 

¶ Solomonõs downfall occurs because he engages in worship of his non-Israelite wivesõ 

gods. How does this exclusivist act of God make you feel? 

  

TUESDAYõS ADVENT ASSIGNMENT:  Buy someone you donõt know lunch or coffee 

 

Colonial Church Study Guide and Advent Assignments 
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Wednesday ð Read 1 Kings 12-14 

The secession of the Northern kingdoms brings about a split in the religious practices of 

Israel as well. We read of competition between religious factions and between individual 

prophets. 

¶ At the beginning of this civil war, it appears Jeroboam is the savior of Israel, come to 

liberate them from Rehoboamõs oppression. But after wresting political control of the 

North from his brother, Jeroboam also feels the need to take control of the peopleõs 

worship practices, and is condemned for it. In what ways do you allow political 

boundaries to alter your own faith life? 

¶ The interaction between the two men of God in chapter 13 is disturbing. One 

prophet tricks another, yet the one who was tricked is the one who is punished by 

God. How do we reconcile this unjust punishment with our understanding of God as 

just?  

  

WEDNESDAYõS ADVENT ASSIGNMENT: Give the gift of giving by donating to global 

ministries. 

  

Thursday ð Read 1 Kings 15-17 

A series of progressively more evil kings follows the rule of Jeroboam and Rehoboam. As 

things spiral out of control, God sends the prophet Elijah into the land. 

¶ Although 1 Kings 16 takes a harsh view of Omri, texts from neighboring nations tell 

us he was actually a very successful and noteworthy king. How does the authorõs 

decision not to record the successes of Omri serve to advance a theological agenda? 

¶ We are introduced in these chapters to Ahab, Jezebel, and Elijah, whose stories are 

soon to intertwine. Based on these introductions, how do you expect it to go when 

these three characters meet? 

  

THURSDAYõs ADVENT ASSIGNMENT: Pray specifically for someone who is not your 

òfavorite.ó 

  

FRIDAYõS ADVENT ASSIGNMENT: Go without lunch today, pray instead, and give the money 

to the local food bank. 

  

SATURDAYõS ADVENT ASSIGNMENT: Go caroling around your block. 
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