Whateverwe do in the world will have a deep impac
on each other. -RachelBeck
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The Colonial Church in Prairi€illagdi United Church of Christ
0GiveMored Sunday Worship Service
in the seriesThe Advent Conspiracy

Please silence your mobil@hone in preparation for worship

* Please rise in body or spirit

WE GATHER ASSOD® PEOPLE
GATHERINMUSIC Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland -Klotz
BELLCHOIRPRELUDE Advent Hope -arr by Hakes

WELCOME ANBNNOUNCEMENTS
(Please sign and pass pewads and fill outPrayer Request cards yomay have. You
can place the Prayer Request cards in the offering plates later in the servjce.

* OPENINGHYMN#119 My Soul GivesGloryto My God

* ADVENTCALLTOWORSHIF® WEEKTHREED LUKE 2:8-20

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Leader:

People:

Nearbyshepherdswere living in the fields, guardingtheir sheep at night. The
Lord'sangel stood before them, the Lord'sgloryshone around them, and they
wereterrified.

The angel said, "Don'tbe afraid! Look! | bring good news to you d wonderful,
joyous news for all people. Your savior is born today in David's city. He is
Christthe Lord. Thisis a sign for you: you will find a newborn baby wrapped
snhuglyand lyingin a manger."

Suddenlya great assemblyof the heavenlyforces was with the angel praising
God. Theysaid, "Gloryto God in heaven, and on Earth peace among those
whom he favors."

Whenthe angelsreturned to heaven,the shepherdssaid to each other, "Let's
go right now to Bethlehem and see what's happened. Let's confirm what the
Lord has revealedto us."

They went quickly and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the
manger. When they saw this, they reported what they had been told about
this child.

Everyonewho heard it was amazedat what the shepherdstold them.



Leader: Mary committed these things to memoryand consideredthem carefully.
People: The shepherds returned home, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen. Everythinghappened just as they had beentold.

* ADVENTCANDLELIGHTING
AlL GraciousGod, sometimesthe Good News of your generosityand compassion
can be threateningto us. Godasks us to give our forgiveness. It can be very
hard to forgive. So light the candle of compassionwithin us, and help us to
set aside our fears, our need for control and to givemo r e é nhave, raore
hope, more forgiveness.Thiswe prayin the name of Jesusthe Christ. Amen.

(Saythe name of a person or situation in your life that is hard to forgive, and then we
will spend one minute in silent prayerfor what was said.)

* ADVENTSONG OPRAISEN COME O LONGEXPECTERESUS#122 V.1
Come, O longexpected Jesus, born to set all people free;
From our fears and sins release us; grant us your true liberty.

* SHARINGGOD® WELCOME(Greet everyoe in the hope of peace and friendship.)

CHILDREXB CONVERSATIONChildren of all ages are welcome to come forwar the
chancel steps. Followingthe Conversation, children are welcome to remain to
worship or toattend our Sunday Schoo)

This little light of mine, |1 dm gonna |
it shine, this little |Iight of mine, |
shine.

WE HEARGODE® WORD

* AWORD INSCRIPTURE
How Eli Came t&Care forSamuel
1 Samuel 1:9-11 & 26-28 One time, after eating and drinking in Shiloh, Hannah got
up and presented herself before the LORINow Eli the priest was sitting in the chair
by the doorpost of the LORD's temple.)

Hannah was very upset andouldn't stop crying as she prayed to the LORD. Then
she made this promise: "LORD of heavenly forces, just look at your servant's pain
and remember me! Don't forget your servant! Give her a boy! Then I'll give him to the
LORD for his entire life. No @or will ever touch his head."



[Later, after Samuel was born, Hannah took him tove with Eli.]

"As surely as you live, sir, | am the woman who stood here next to you, praying to
the LORD. | prayed for this boy, and the LORD gave me what | asked from him. So
now | give this boy back to the LORD. As long as he lives, he is given to the LORD.
Then they worshipped there before the LORD.

A Spiritual Adoption

Romans 8:1215 So then, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation, but it isn't an
obligation to oursdves to live our lives on the basis of selfishness. If you live on the
basis of selfishness, you are going to die. But if you put to death the actions of the
body with the Spirit, you will live. All who are led by God's Spirit are God's sons and
daughters.You didn't receive a spirit of slavery to lead you back again into fear, but
you received a Spirit that shows ypare adopted as his children.

AWORD INMuSIC There Shall a Star from Jacob -Mendlessohn

AWORDSHARED oBeing a Gl obal H u maRachd Beickn g «
Express your thoughtsia social media at#ColonialUCC

WE RESPOND WITHHANKSGIVING ANBRAYER
* HYMN#542 Born of God, Eternal Savior
CALL TAOFFERING ANOFFERTORY Christ My Lord, God's Onfgegotten Son -Dupre

* DoxologyWhat Child Is Thi¢#148 verses 3 and 1)
Bring gifts of incense, gold, and myrrh; come, join in jubilation;
The Holy Child, though meek and mil d,
This, this, the angels sing, is Christ
Haste, haste your praise to bring the babe, the child of Mary!

* Prayer of Dedication
Holy God, our answer too, is O0Yes!
Yes, we will serve only you.
Yes, we will bring our whole selves to the effort.
Yes, we will sing your praises to the universe.
Accept these offerings as tangible proc
May they be magnified for your use in our time. Amen. (UCC Worship Ways)

(@



TIME OFPRAYER
Prayers of the People
Believing that eachjoy and/or concern expressed is indeed a prayer, after each
expression, the pastor will say:
Lord, in your mercy.
And the people may respond:
Hear our prayer.

Prayingin Silence

OQur Lordds Prayer (o6Our Fat her 6 ios ared h e
invited to use whatever name for God you find most meaningful (Father, Mother,
Creator, God, etc.). Together our names for God create a beautiful chorus.)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, thy will
be done on Eath, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

WE DEPART T@ERVE
* HYMN#131 It Came upon the Midnight Clear

* RENEWOUR COVENANTTuUrn towards the center aisle as we bless one another with the
promise of ourcovenant.)
We covenant with the Lord and with one another and do bind ourselves in the
presence of Godo walk together in Christian Love. We seek to worship God in spirit
and in truth and to |l ove our neighbors
Colonial Church in our conduct, support its program, and extend the influence of
Christ throughout the world.

* CONGREGATIONSONG OMBLESSING#809 God Be With You
God be with you, God be with you, God be with you till we meet again.
O God be with you, God be with you, God be with you till we meet again.

* BENEDICTION ANPOSTLUDE Nun komm der Heiden Heiland -Walcha



Rachel Beck is an internationally published freelance
photographer. Currently she works out of the Kansas
area and has exhibited all over the country while worki
for or supporting many nationwide organizations. Someé
of these aré&o Time for Povest (St. Paul Minnesota),
The Humane Society, and Job Corpke also served on [
the Board of Directors for the YWCA for two years. 0
While, photography is her profession, she is involved in f
many other community endeavors and enjoys voluntee i
with a number bcharities.

Along with her skills in photography, Rachel enjoys educating college students, corporate
America, and community groups about Diversity Awareness, a subject that is very close tc
her heart. She has spoken on this subject and ofeStelénto such varied audiences as Job
Corps and the students at Missouri Western State University.

With the face of America changing, Rachel is a souadter speaker on the subject of
Diversity Awareness and is available to share her insight to those irotkelace, the
classroom, or the clubhouse. She creates @ka#, honest environment that invites open
guestions and synergetic discussion. Rachel writes:

i Phot ot ramgrthhat can capture human emotions, brilliant sunsets, the motion c
waterfdls and the global issues that are facing us todBpotography can tell a story of
our past and our present. It provides the key to holding on to memories forever, and peo
who may no longer be with us today. It provides us with happiness, bewildermer
excitement and captures the Earth in all of it glorious wonders.

There are many things that motivate me and inspire Wileen | began, it was about the joy
that that it brings to my life and the feeling of independence, that it has given me. It w
abou achieving a careemvhichis intellectually stimulating as well as emotionally fulfilling.

It has filled a hole, that | had, whiclwa s | wasnot truly fulf
person.

Sometimes fear is something, that stops all of us, and | believe that is something | had go
through. | feel like I climbed a mountain and have reached the other side. As challenges
come my ww, | feel | have the strength to move through them. | believe we all have the
strength inside of wus to reach our true


http://www.which-energy.co.uk/

ColonialChurchStudy Guideand AdventAssignments

The readings for this weekead up to our Thursday morning Bible Study discussion at
10: 00am in Pastor Aaronds Office.

Monday- Read 1 Kings 8 Solomon and the Temple
Solomon dedicates the temple and leads the people in the first acts of corporate worship
there. God promisesuccess to Solomon so long as Solomon will follow God.

1 Solomon attributes the construction of the temple both to himself and to God. His
language indicates a belief that he and God were in such agreement that their
actions in regard to the temple are indisnguishable. How do you feel reading the
words of someone who is sowge he has done the will of God.

T The first sacrifices offered in the tel
the altar, and every last one is given by Solomon. The priests, where responsible
for offering sacrifices, are not mentioned. What do you think of a political leader
taking over this priestly function?

1 There is a passage in 1 Kings 9 which describes the labor force used to construct
the Temple. It is comprised entirelgf non-israelites who were forced into building.
Does the use of slavery in its construction alter your understanding of the Temple?

MO N D A ADS/ENT ASSIGNMENVolunteer at a place that promotes something with
which you disagree.

Tuesdayd Read 1 Kihgs 1011
The rulers of Sheba and Ophir pay tribute to Solomon due to his wisdom. But Solomon does
not keep his promise to the Lord and it brings about the fall of his kingdom.
1 The actions of the Queen of Sheba and Hiram of Ophir suggest that they swoedtye
to Solomon, making him ruler of their lands. Such actions were usually only
undertaken after the ruler receiving tribute had made some move to conquer the
other nation. Do you think these rulers became vassals of their own accord? Why
might they choo to do so?
T Sol omonds downf al l occurs becausreaeha teel
gods. How does this exclusivist act of God make you feel?

TUESDAY?3S ADVENBuUuASSb@EMENTYoOu dondt know
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Wednesdayd Read 1 Kings 2-14
The secession of the Northern kingdoms brings about a split in the religious practices of
Israel as well. We read of competition between religious factions and between individual
prophets.
1 At the beginning of this civil war, it appears Jeroboam is teavior of Israel, come to
|l i berate them from Rehoboamds oppressi
North from his brother, Jeroboam al so |
worship practices, and is condemned for it. In what waye gou allow political
boundaries to alter your own faith life?
1 The interaction between the two men of God in chapter 13 is disturbing. One
prophet tricks another, yet the one who was tricked is the one who is punished by
God. How do we reconcile this unjupunishment with our understanding of God as
just?

WE D N E S DAWVYHENS ASSIGNMENT: Give the gift of giving by donating to global
ministries.

Thursdayd Read 1 Kings 1517
A series of progressively more evil kings follows the rule of Jeroboam &ehoboam. As
things spiral out of control, God sends the prophet Elijah into the land.

1 Although 1 Kings 16 takes a harsh view of Omri, texts from neighboring nations tell
us he was actwually a very successful a |
decision not to record the successes of Omri serve to advance a theological agenda?

1 We are introduced in these chapters to Ahab, Jezebel, and Elijah, whose stories are
soon to intertwine. Based on these introductions, how do you expect it to go when
these threecharacters meet?

T HU R S DADYENS ASSIGNMENT: Pray specifically for someone who is not your
ofavorite. 6

F R1 D ADMEST ASSIGNMENT: Go without lunch today, pray instead, and give the money
to the local food bank.

S AT UR DAYENS ASSIGNMENS0 caoling around your block.



Colonial Church The Sunday Crier
in Prairie Village

December 14, 2014

Special Guest Today — Photographer Rachel Beck

Today in our worship services, we are blessed to experience the work of Rachel Beck and her
powerful message about “Being a Global Human Being.” Rachel is an internationally published
photographer and community volunteer living in the Kansas City area. She was an orphan adopted
from the Family Village Farm in Vellore, India, where many Colonial households currently sponsor
children. In 2013, Rachel had the experience of “coming home” when she visited the Family
Village Farm where she took her internationally-acclaimed, powerful photo Silence. She will meet
informally in the Heritage Room after the 10:15 worship service.

Colonial Choir Christmas Concert Today at 3:00 p.m.

All members, guests and children are invited to attend Colonial Choir’s Christmas Concert today
at 3:00 p.m. in the sanctuary. We have set this time to allow those who prefer not to drive at night,
are getting ready for work or school, or who need someone to watch a little one the opportunity to
sit back and relax for an hour during this busy time. Come, listen and enjoy the voices of Colonial’s
Choir. Reception immediately following in the Social Hall. Child care is provided. A freewill offer-
ing will be taken that will go directly to the choir.

Join Us for Christmas Worship

Longest Night Service

December 21 is the shortest day and longest night of the year. Thus, it is a time to reflect on the
past year’s losses and separations, acknowledge our grief, and meditate on God’s grace and hope
as we continue on our life journey. Join us at 7:00 p.m. Sun., Dec. 21, in the Sanctuary.

Christmas Eve Worship
6:00 p.m. Live Christmas Pageant and Candlelighting presented by Colonial Church

Youth
8:00 p.m. Candlelight, Carols and Scripture
Sunday, December 28

We will have our regular worship schedule with services at 8:30 and 10:15 a.m.

Liturgist: Carrie Roberts

Advent Candle Lighters: Chucho Marquez, Elizabeth Uppman, and Julia Marquez
Children’s Conversation: Marilyn Uppman

Greeter: Martha Wofford

Head Usher: Chester Bender

Ushers: Joan and Jerry Gilson, Marylee Battaglia, Ken Werne
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HIGHLIGHTS

Annual Colonial Cookie Exchange. Please join us for the annual Colonial Cookie Exchange which
will be held immediately following the second service on Sunday, December 21. Please bring 5 dozen
cookies to exchange and a large container to carry home your treats. You can bring 2 1/2 dozen cookies
if you have a smaller household. Drop off your cookies before the service in the Social Hall.

Advent Booklet. Advent is the season of expectant waiting and preparation for the birth of the Christ
child. This year the Advent devotion booklet available to members was written by members of the con-
gregation. Be sure to pick yours up in the narthex.

Colonial Friends to Hospitality & Culinary Arts Building, Johnson County Community College.
We will visit the newest building on the JCCC campus on Wednesday, December 17. We can park
easily and walk a short distance from that building to the Nerman Museum building for lunch at Café
Tempo. We will meet at 9:45 a.m. at the Culinary Arts Building for a tour. Note, we will not meet at
Colonial parking lot. RSVP to Sharon and Bill Yohn (hohum2@comcast.net or 913 339-9862).

2015 Altar Flowers. Please sign up to purchase the altar flowers for your chosen date in 2015. The cal-
endar is in the narthex. Your cost is $50 and you may take the flowers following the 10:15 a.m. service
or designate them for the Care Committee to take to homebound or hospitalized members. You can
also sign up online at http://tinyurl.com/2015flowers.

Centering Prayer for Advent. Centering prayer is a Christian form of meditation. It’s done in
silence and it’s very good for slowing down the gears of your mind, which makes it an ideal prac-
tice for Advent. Anyone who would like to practice centering prayer can join from 9:30 to 10:00
a.m. Sundays in the Savoy Room. Join us today and Dec. 21.

Special Congregational Meeting on Sunday, December 28 The Administrative Board of the Council
has called for a special meeting of the Congregation at both services on Sunday, December 28, 2014, for
the sole purpose of approving the release of funds from a designated gift by an anonymous donor. The
donor has designated $30,000 for Kansas City Rescue Mission, an organization serving the poor and
homeless in Kansas City. The funds are not part of the church operating budget and will not affect other
funds administered by Colonial’s Board of Outreach. Although the money comes entirely from the
donor’s special gift, Colonial’s by-laws require that any expenditure of more than $10,000 — regardless of
the source of the funds or the recipient — be approved by the congregation. Since this is the only item on
the agenda, we anticipate this will be a very brief meeting.

New Member Class. There will be a membership class on January 11, 18 and 25 for those inter-
ested in joining Colonial. If you would like to be a part of this class, please let us know by con-
tacting Pauline in the church office.

Colonial Women Activities

B Breakfast and Coffee at Big Biscuit. Monday, January 5, at 9:30 a.m. at Big Biscuit.

B Blue Moose Tuesday. Tuesday, January 13, 5:30 p.m., Blue Moose in Prairie Village. A great
way to unwind and chat with new and old friends.

Giving Statements. Giving Statements for the period January 1, 2014 thru November 30, 2014 have

been mailed. If you gave/pledged for this period and did not receive a statement or if you have a ques-

tion regarding the one you received, please call the church office.
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